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Independent Statement
of Assurance

Introduction and objectives of work

BUREAU VERITAS CERTIFICATION (BEIJING) CO.
LTD ("Bureau Veritas") has been engaged by GDS
Holdings Limited (“GDS”) to conduct an independent
assurance of its 2022 Environmental, Social and
Governance Report (the “Report”). This assurance
statement applies to the related information included
within the scope of work described below.

This information and its presentation in the Report
are the sole responsibility of the management of
GDS. Bureau Veritas was not involved in the drafting
of the Report. Our sole responsibility was to provide
independent assurance on the accuracy and
reliability of information included, and on the
underlying systems and processes used to collect,
analyse and review it.

ESG & 2022

Scope of work

GDS requested Bureau Veritas to verify the
accuracy and reliability of the following:

e Data and information included in the Report for the
reporting period from 2022.1.1 to 2022.12.31 regarding
GDS’s environmental, social and corporate governance
activities;

e Appropriateness and robustness of underlying reporting
systems and processes, used to collect, analyse and
review the information reported.

e This verification adopted site verification methods, the site
verification site was GDS (Shanghai) Investment Co.,
LTD., address: F4/F5, Building C, Sunland International,
No. 999 Zhouhai Road,Pudong, Shanghai 200137
People’s Republic of China (headquarters); Data Center
on No. 6 Huajiang Road, Shanghai (sub-site). Bureau
Veritas obtained the information related to GDS required
for the verification.

Excluded from the scope of our work is any
assurance of information relating to:

e Activities outside the defined assurance period;

e Positional statements (expressions of opinion, belief, aim
or future intention by GDS) and statements of future
commitment;

e Operating financial data in the Report, which were
separately audited by an external auditor and therefore
excluded from the scope of work.

IR | REEE | RS

Methodology

Bureau Veritas undertook the following activities:

e Remote visit to GDS (Shanghai) Investment Co., LTD.,
address: F4/F5, Building C, Sunland International, No.
999 Zhouhai Road, Pudong, Shanghai 200137 People’s
Republic of China (headquarters); Data Center on No. 6
Huajiang Road, Shanghai (sub-site);

e Interviews with relevant personnel of GDS;

e Review of documentary evidence produced by GDS;

e FEvaluation of information against GRI standard
principles i.e. Accuracy, Accessibility, Balance, Clarity,
Comparability, Reliability and Timeliness;

e Verify sampled performance data;

e Review of GDS systems for data and information
collection, aggregation, analysis and review.

Our work was conducted against Bureau Veritas’ standard
procedures and guidelines for external assurance of ESG
reports, based on current best practice in independent
assurance.
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For this assignment, we have used the International Standard
on Assurance Engagements (ISAE) 3000 (Revised), assurance
Engagements other than Audits or Reviews of Historical
Financial Information of the International Auditing and
Assurance Standards Board and the Global Reporting
Initiative Standards (GRI Standards) issued by the Global
Sustainability Standards Board.

The work was planned and carried out to provide reasonable,
rather than absolute assurance and we believe it provides a
reasonable basis for our conclusion.

Our findings

On the basis of our methodology and the activities described
above, it is our opinion that:

e The information and data included in the scope of our
assurance are accurate, reliable and free from material
mistake or misstatement;

e The information is presented in a clear, understandable and
accessible manner;

e The Report provides a fair and balanced representation of
activities during the assurance period described in the scope
of work;

e GDS has established appropriate systems for the collection,
aggregation and analysis of relevant information.

ESG & 2022

Additional commentary

Objectivity

GDS uses information systems to collect operation, HR, safety
and environmental data. Through on-site verification, the
evidence provided by GDS is reliable and traceable.

Materiality

GDS identified and disclosed key ESG issues and relative
information according to the GRI Standards, the ESG
Reporting Guide 2.0 issued by NASDAQ, the Environmental,
Social and Governance Reporting Guide issued by Hong
Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, and the Task
Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures (TCFD
recommendations issued by the TCFD.

Completeness

The Report covered GDS Holdings Limited and its
wholly owned and holding subsidiaries. It focuses on
"Overview — Business and Sustainability Context Update",
"Environmental: Minimize Environmental Impact”,
“Social: Create Value for All Stakeholders” , “Governance:
Engender trust via rigorous governance” and also disclosure
corporate social responsibility management, environmental
responsibility, economic responsibility, and community
responsibility which stakeholders concerned issues.

IR | REEE | RS

Statement of independence, impartiality
and competence

Bureau Veritas is an independent professional services
company that specialises in Quality, Health, Safety, Society
responsibility and Environmental management with more than
190 years history in providing independent assurance
services. No member of the assurance team has a business
relationship with GDS. We have conducted this verification
independently, and there has been no conflict of interest.
Bureau Veritas has implemented a Code of Ethics across the
business to maintain high ethical standards among staff in
their day to day business activities.

.&q— Tae Hu

Ganoral manager, Certification, I&F China Assurance Team Leader

Buroau Veritas I1&F China Burcau Veritas IAF China

2023-6-25 2023-8-25
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